
Dear Friends and Partners, We are writing you this small piece to we let you in on some behind-the-

scenes favour of God that we are experiencing as an organisation. As you know, God gave us a 

word early last year that at first seemed impossible to comprehend, but we are now seeing what it 

means. The word we received was Regather & Release. That word has been the framework upon 

which we have facilitated major changes to the organisation. In the last year alone, God has al-

most doubled the BTBAB team by bringing more people to serve Him through us. Though still 

very much not yet off the ground, BTBAB Ireland was launched just under a year ago. Some of 

those changes include revamping our administrative structure as we reallocate people such as 

Esther Price to a new role. Also, God is bringing new workers to the organisation (such as 

Shirley and Katy). There are others too (all of whom are going on trips this year with the hope to 

lead teams in future). But that’s not all. Last year, God allowed BTBAB to launch a new addi-

tional training programme to our ToolBox training. This is the Discipler’s course (see back story. 

Now God is leading us to get a base of our own where we can train and release more people – 

not only into missions but to be effective in making disci-

ples of nations. It looks like 2016-17 will be the year that 

we have received the largest donations in the history of 

BTBAB. For more on this, please join us at this year’s 

retreat to see for yourself what God is doing. For now, we 

are writing to say a big thank you for praying with us, for 

loving us and for giving your finances to God through us. 

As an organisation, we can testify to the words of Paul in 

1 Cor 3: 5-10 and we are thankful to God for the increase!

With Gratitude, Femi & Cidinha Oni 

March 2017 
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Inside this issue: 

If you’d like to get involved, simply drop us an email to info@btbab.org and let us know if  you 

would like to:  

 Be a Partner  

 Go on Short-term Mission Trip 

 Support our OCT projects overseas 

 Sponsor an ACI recipient for as little as £10 a 

month 

 Be part of a person’s journey of faith by going on the new Discipler’s course         

 Give directly to missionaries we support 

If you are happy to inform us please let us know if this will be monthly or a lump sum, and the 

amount Or perhaps you simply want to give anonymously, then please pay directly to              

Natwest A/C No: 11318635; Sort Code 51-61-28; BIC: NWBK GB2L;  

IBAN: GB23 NWBK 51612811318635  

Getting Involved 

We are experiencing God’s increase 

DATE FOR YOUR  

DIARY!  

This year’s retreat will be held at 

The Hayes Conference Centre 

in Swanage, Derbyshire.  Book 

your place now!  

25th –27th August 2017  

BTBAB 
News 

Blessed To Be A Blessing  



This is quite an exciting time for the 
Redeeming The Land Project. Following 
the ending of our partnership with New 
Generation, we believe that RTL is 
aligning more accurately with God’s 
plan for Burundi.  We are very thankful 
for New Generation who have been 
very instrumental in the earlier stages of 
the project and it has been a real work-
experience for Peniel in terms of helping 
to shape the project for the future.  
 
At this point Peniel is in the process of 
developing a Micro-enterprise which will 
be called Redeeming the Land under the 
auspices of CLM Church in Burundi. 
This is a  model that may have taken 
some time to develop but it promises to 
be a well grounded and safe way to 
move forward. RTL will then legally be 
able to rent land in Burundi to under-
take the project. Six hectares have been 
identified in the Gitega region, where 
CLM also have a church plant. The local 
leader and some key members of the 
local community are very positive about 
the project and a farming association 
will be set up in March 2017.  This will 
be a timely development as Tom and 
Karen will be in Burundi again from 
16th-25th March to support and assess 
developments.  
 
Financially this will be the biggest OCT 
project to date as we anticipate a total 
cost of £50,000 for the entire project. 

God has always proven to be faithful and 
we trust that as we pursue his will for Bu-
rundi all the resources will come in. Our 
original plan was to have completed our 
involvement in Burundi in November 2018 
and this still remains our target date. It be-
hoves all of us involved to see a viable sus-
tainable project established by then. This 
indeed will be the hand of God at work.. 
 
In looking back I am still amazed at how 
Peniel has proven to be such a God-
appointed man for the work. The hours of 
work that Karen in particular has spent 
mentoring him, has been for the greater 
purposes of God. Rather than partnering 
with an Agricultural Organisation in Bu-
rundi, Peniel is establishing such an enter-
prise at a micro level, i.e. Redeeming The 
Land, which is rooted in the local church! 
Should this development prove to bring 
transformation and lasting change to Bu-
rundi it may certainly provide a blueprint 
for future OCT projects. Please pray for: 

 The development of RTL micro-
enterprise 

 The renting of the land in Gitega 

 The forming of a farming associa-
tion 

 All the finances & resources for the 
project 

 For wisdom in making the project 
transformational and sustainable. 

 Tom & Karen’s mission in March. 

Exciting Times for Redeeming The Land by Tom Griffin 
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BTBAB is committed to enabling people to fulfil the great com-
mission of Jesus to ‘go and make disciples of all nations’.  If you 
have always wanted to go on a mission trip, but you don’t feel 
you have what it takes, please don’t disqualify yourself.  God just 
wants you to make yourself available, and he will use your skills 
and gifting's to compliment a team.  You will also receive all the 
training you need to prepare you for the trip. 
 
Katy Read is leading a team to Tanzania this April, the team have 
already completed their training and are making final prepara-
tions. The trip takes place 1st-13th April 2017.  
 
It is not too late to apply for the team going to Thailand in the 
autumn, led by Esther Price, 16th Nov-1st Dec 2017. This infor-
mation and application form can be found on the website 
www.btbab.org. The first training weekend is 7th-9th July 2017.  

The OCT Projects 

...At a Glance 

RTL Burundi:  

A £50,000 faith step, aims to 

assist local farmers in cultivating 

their land again and obtaining the 

best yields with effective & efficient 

approach to agriculture.  

Hope Springs Ethiopia 

A £35,000 project aiming to help 
bring water to rural areas   

 

Toolbox Update by Hannah Savage 
 
If you would like more information on these or future trips 
please contact Hannah: hannah.savage@btbab.org 

http://www.btbab.org


General Ministry Update by Esther Price 
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We are so excited to introduce the 2 new recipients for the ACI found in Vietnam! 

Cuong, 19 years old, come from a family of farmers. His sister was sent to university and all the 

family assets was used to pay for her studies. Cuong has a dream of becoming a graphic designer. 

He taught himself the basics of graphics design because his family couldn’t pay for him to study 

but lost the job he was doing because he wasn’t trained. He didn’t know how fulfil his dream and 

so he was serving the church and teaching others what he already knew. It was here that I found 

Cuong…and the rest is history.  

After a rigorous application process, BTBAB is now fully paying for Cuong to study at Arena 

multimedia and his course will last for 18 months.  

Thuy is a 20 year old lady who, at the tender age of 5 years old, decided to be a doctor. She lived 

in a poor province and saw many people dying because they couldn’t access health care. She 

worked hard as a student and was able to enter medical school. She is a Christian and very active 

in her church. We believe that God chose her to be an ACI recipient 3 years ago, but only now 

have we met her. BTBAB is now fully sponsoring Thuy and, in addition, intend to pay off the 

debts her parents have accrued over the last 3 years of her medical training so far. 

God gave BTBAB a word 3 years ago, that there were 2 recipients of ACI but despite sending 

several teams over to Vietnam, we were unable to identify a recipient. So, we are thankful that we 

have now found them.  

Furthermore, we are pleased to announce that Shirley Cooper will be taking on the role of the 

ACI coordinator, so we ask you to pray that God will enable her to do it joyfully and use her to 

bring more people to support the work. You can sponsor the ACI recipients for as little as £10 a 

month. For more information, please email aci@btbab.org  

ACI Update by Cidinha Oni 

Retreat  

This year the retreat is being held at The Hayes Conference Centre in Swanage, Derbyshire from 25th-27th August 2017. Please see 

http://www.cct.org.uk/the-hayes/introduction for more information. This is a great opportunity to have a birds eye view of the 

overall ministry of BTBAB and to meet with people who are involved.   

The total cost is £140 and to secure your place, please pay a deposit of £20 into the BTBAB account (see bank details in the 

’Getting Involved’ section). Please register your interest with Esther at: toolbox@btbab.org.  

Water From the Rock 

This year, Femi & Cidinha Oni are in the early stages of planning a trip to Israel from 21st - 28th Oct 2017 subject to a minimum 

booking of 14 people.  If you are interested in coming on this trip, please contact cidinha.oni@btbab.org to register your interest.  

The deposit for this trip is £150 per person.  

Prayer & Fasting 

Our next day of prayer and fasting is on Wednesday 19th April starting at 6pm on the 18th.  If you would like to receive specific 

prayer points, please email Yvonne at prayer@btbab.org. 

The NEW ACI Recip-

ients from Vietnam 

Above: Cuong; Below: Thuy 

mailto:aci@btbab.org
http://www.cct.org.uk/the-hayes/introduction
mailto:toolbox@btbab.org


Freely you have received , freely give  

(Mt 10: 8) 

BTBAB, otherwise known as Blessed To Be A Blessing, is a mission initiative established in 

1997 as a practical demonstration of God’s love to the needs of the poor & underprivileged in the developing 

world.  

We have invested in almost 20 nations in the world and have already facilitated 23 mission teams to some of 

the poorest countries in the world. By God’s grace (expressed through the generosity of His people), over 

£100,000 invested so far.   

We are a faith-based organisation - in other words, we depend on God to provide for our work through 

prayers and generous donations of friends and partners.  BTBAB is run by a Board of Directors, accounta-

ble to a Board of Trustees. 

Though a inter-denominational initiative, BTBAB values the importance of church-based ministry and 

therefore draws from the life of the local church, and has sent teams representing over 60 churches. 

We are a member of the Evangelical Alliance and a registered charity in England and Wales. 

God adds a new initiative to the work of  BTBAB By Femi Oni 

Registered charity in England & Wales  

(Charity No 1148901) 

We will advise you of our new 

physical address in due course 

Email: nfo@btbab.org 

www.btbab.org 

Many who 

know me 

would know 

that I believe 

that there are 

three kinds of 

people that 

God brings 

into our lives: 

those ahead 

of us to lead 

us; those beside us to walk with us; and those behind us to follow 

us. When we look at the lives of major biblical figures, we find that 

they had these three kinds of people in their lives. However, it is 

the third category of people that most “mature” Christians struggle 

to commit to today. It is this third category of people that Jesus 

spoke about in Mt 28:19 when He commanded ALL Christians to 

make disciples of all nations.  Interestingly He never asked us to make 

believers…because He knows that this is the work of the Holy Spirit.  

There are millions of Christians around the world who are strug-

gling to find their feet in their new-found faith. Then there are 

those who have been Christians for years but are still struggling 

with addictions and bondages in their lives. For many years, my 

wife and I, have modelled the life of discipling people. This means 

that once every year for the last ten years, we have take a struggling 

or new Christian into our family for a minimum of nine months 

and helped them to grow and enable them to stand on their faith in 

Christ. They become part of our lives during this period, eating 

with us and at times living with us. They go on holiday with us (by 

which time our kids would have adopted them as aunt or uncle).  

In all, we have done this for over 30 people: ranging from 

churched to un-churched people.  Including those struggling with 

addictions, anxiety, depression, homosexuality, eating disorders, 

substance abuse, and even those sentenced to a prison sentence! 

Each of these people have touched our lives in numerous ways and 

God has used them to expose some of the areas in our lives that 

we ourselves did not know were profoundly dysfunctional. In the 

process, we have seen amazing transformation in their lives, with 

many coming out of bondage, discovering who they are in God 

and finding their purpose in life. You can read books, attend con-
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Blessed To Be A Blessing 

ferences or 

surround 

yourself with 

famous 

teachers but 

until you 

have grown 

someone 

from infancy 

to maturity 

in Christ, 

you can’t 

really fully grasp the depth of kingdom living. Discipleship is 

the single most basic radical commandment that Jesus ever 

gave to His disciples (Mt 28: 19).  

A disciple is someone who follows Christ daily... AND does 

so inherently without being coerced into it. Most Christian 

leaders have heard the concept but most of those who have 

do not really understand how to provide discipleship to a 

person. Most of our expression of “growing” Christians in 

the Body of Christ is either to train people for ministry 

(which we call mentoring) or to create a stage-performance 

Christianity in church where people come every Sunday to be 

fed. The statistics are shocking! Most Christians have actually 

never discipled a person.  

Over the years, we have begun to teach this concept to others 

but in the last two years, the Lord has begun to lead us to 

teach the concept to groups. Last year, the Lord challenged 

us to take this model to the Body of Christ...and the rest is 

history! Thanks to a website genius from Gibraltar, we have 

now built a website for it: www.disciplersworkshop.com We 

are now running the course regularly and in any city that we 

are invited to do so. We know several organisations that run 

discipleship schools, but we have found that not everyone is 

able to take time out of their lives to go away to a discipleship 

school. As a result, this course targets Christians who are 

secure in their own faith and are serious about helping some-

one else to do the same. So, after 2yrs behind –the-scenes, 

the Discipler’s course is now officially part of the ministry of 

BTBAB. 

http://www.disciplersworkshop.com

