
As an organisation, the last 18months has been full 

of challenges but also of breakthroughs. You may 

remember in the May issue of BTBAB last year 

that I shared about a word that the Lord had given 

me for BTBAB i.e. Regather & Release, along 

with a picture of a person holding a bow and pulling it 

back to release it (see photo below). At the time, we 

didn’t quite know what it meant but now it is in-

creasingly clear to us what God is saying.  

In the “Regathering” aspect of the word above, 

God led us to do was to go back to our key core 

value (i.e. discipleship) – we have always taught 

that a successful ministry (i.e. doing) should be a 

by-product of inner victories in a person’s life. 

Many of us in BTBAB are rediscovering just that. 

We have cut out 40% of the presentations at our 

retreats so that people can connect more and de-

velop healthy relationships. From Nov, we plan to 

host soaking weekends every 3months as a way of 

encouraging BTBAB workers and our partners to 

soak the presence of God. These soaking week-

ends will have no agenda other than worship and 

times of refreshing in the Lord. In order to be able 

to do all these things, we need a base. God already 

saw this need because in December 2015, we re-

ceived a word from God that BTBAB needs a base 

of its own. At the time we didn’t see this need – 

because we were using our home, combined with 

the facility of House of the Open Door, to nurture the 

growth we were experiencing as an organisation. 

But it is now clear to us that this is not sustainable. 

As a result, we are in the process of acquiring a 

facility for BTBAB in the county of Worcester-

shire or along the border of Herefordshire. The 

facility will require us to create a new international 

Board of Trustees whose role would be to provide 

guidance on how to use what God is giving us 
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effectively and efficiently. God promised that 

when we receive a seed in the post (and He said 

exact amount), then it is the time to secure a 

facility. That financial seed arrived in December 

2016 and since then God has continued enlarge 

it as people from the Body of Christ donate 

willingly! It is our hope that by this December, 

we would have all the funds in to secure a prop-

erty. From this Nov, you should be able to see 

the progress on our website and we hope you 

would prayerfully consider supporting us. 

In the “Releasing” aspect of the word above, 

God has been challenging us to make room for 

new people within BTBAB. People such as Katy 

Read, who many people have always known to 

be a quiet person that prefers to remain in the 

background, are gradually being mobilised into 

missions. The launch of the Discipler’s course has 

grown people within BTBAB: For example, it 

has made room for emerging new leaders such 

as Shirley Cooper (and others coming up such 

as Esther Price and possibly more from mis-

sions in 2018-19). It has enabled us to empower 

people with tools that enables them to grow 

new or struggling Christians in their lives. We 

have been so blessed by the course that we de-

cided we should not keep it to ourselves but 

allow it to be a blessing to the wider Body of 

Christ. To date, over 50 people (outside of 

BTBAB) have been trained on the course…and 

the next run (due to run 12th – 15th October) is 

already attracting interests. If you (or someone 

you know) are interested, please register today 

at: www.disciplersworkshop.org  

We are so thankful to God for you our partners 

who have chosen to invest in the kingdom 

through the work of BTBAB. 

Blessed To Be A Blessing (BTBAB)  

Our 5yrs strategy 2017-22 
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Form an international 
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Secure BTBAB a Property 

View from the village 

of Childswickham  



In the last Newsletter in May 2017, we wrote: “This next 
step is to form the Farming Association from this grouping 
and then train the farmers to be ready to plant in the next 
planting season i.e., September”.  We thank God that A 
Farming Association was formed with representatives from 
the 

community of Mubuga. The 5 acres of land has been rent-
ed since June. In addition to this, in July and August, farm-
ers began to plant in the valley region of the land where is 
more fertile during the drier months. This move is highly 
commendable as the farmers have quickly showed their 
enthusiasm for work once they had received some initial 
training. They also sourced some seeds under they own 
initiative to plant beans and peanuts. In September they 
will plant sweet potatoes and other vegetables. 
  
God blesses the person who moves in the right direction 
and it certainly looks like this is this community in Mubuga 
who are eager to make this project work. 
  
The formal days for attending training and working the 
land are Tuesdays and Thursday though farmers tend the 
land most days of the week.  The agricultural advisor, who 
trains the people also works the land with them. Although 
not all of those who are involved are Christians, Peniel, our 

Project Co-ordinator starts each of these days with 
prayer and words of encouragement. Peniel has moved 
to Gitega, which is the neighbouring major town to be 
able to input more effectively into the project. The 
community are extremely appreciative of the opportuni-
ty they have been given to have a better life and a hope 
for the future.  There are currently over 40 people 
working the land who are male and female and from all 
of the ethnic communities, i.e., Hutu, Tutsi and twa. 
  
In the next season we expect to see the first fruits of 
the labours of the community. People have worked 
hard to bring it to this stage and as the seeds are under-
ground we trust that God will supernaturally bring in-
crease in the produce from the land. Not only this, but 
as people are coming together under the Lordship of 
Jesus to work the land and pray together we expect lives 
to grow spiritually and socially as well. 
  
As we will enter the final year of input into Burundi of 

our involvement in November, your prayers and sup-

port for the project will be invaluable. Please include in 

your prayers Peniel, Libby and Martine who make up 

the Redeeming the Land board, all of whom attend 

CLM church in Burundi. 

Redeeming the Land– A Time For Planting by Tom Griffin 
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General Ministry & Mission Update by Esther Price 

Upcoming Mission Trips 
The next mission trip will be to the Philippines from 21st July—4th August 2018. Please contact Sue Arrowsmith for more infor-

mation at healthinessltd@hotmail.co.uk. We are also considering a team going out in the Spring - please look out for more infor-

mation on our website from the beginning of November 

Weekend of Prayer & Worship 
We are holding a weekend of praise & worship from 24th - 26th Nov 2017 a the House of the Open Door. The cost is £120 per 

adult. The weekend will also be a time for partners of BTBAB who may be interested to hear (and hopefully see) more of what God 

is doing behind-the-scenes 

Next Prayer Day 
The next prayer day is on 27th December.  If you have any prophetic words from the last day of fasting, please pass it onto Yvonne 

at prayer@btbab.org.   
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This year for 

the BTBAB 

retreat we 

stayed at 

The Hayes 

Conference 

Centre in 

Swanwick, 

Derbyshire.  

It was dif-

ferent from 

other retreat 

venues as it accommodated approx. 400 people, so we were 

by far the smallest group attending.  There was also a group 

staying from Zimbabwe and Kenya plus a Salt & Light church 

from the UK with approx. 200 people!  

The retreat was attended by 17 adults and three children.  

Most people were from England but we also had a few people 

from the Republic of Ireland, Northern Ireland and Gibraltar.  

It was also good to be joined by Kathryn Tims, one of our 

directors who has been on a break from serving within 

BTBAB whilst living and working in Ethiopia for 15 months. 

She is now settling back into her home in Northern Ireland. 

On the first evening, we had a presentation from the leaders 

of the last 3 mission trips to Vietnam, Peru and Tanzania.  It 

was good to hear the difference each trip made in the lives of 

the communities we visited and ministered to. 

On the Saturday Femi explained how this time last year, the 

Lord gave BTBAB the word ‘Regather & Release’.  As a re-

sult, this year he has done a 5-year review on the work of 

BTBAB and the directors and trustees have also developed a 

strategic plan for the work of BTBAB in 2017 -2022.  One of 

the crucial parts of this word was that the Lord said BTBAB 

should have a base, which has had huge implications for the 

BTBAB Retreat by Esther Price 

Oni’s.  Cidinha will explain more of this later. As part of this 

growth the Lord has been drawing people to Femi and Cidinha, 

including Lauren Booker, an American missionary who has  

been called by the Lord to serve BTBAB as an intern and will be 

arriving soon. These are very exciting times for the ministry of 

BTBAB. 

The long-term OCT work in Burundi is continuing and Tom 

spoke about the many changes that have happened in this last 

year but it’s great to hear that the farmers in Mbuga have now 

planted their first crop.   

At the end of the retreat it was fair to say that we are all looking 

forward to the next year with excitement and great anticipation 

to see what the Lord will do through the work of BTBAB and 

the teams sent out by BTBAB.   

Next years retreat will be in Worcestershire from 24th—26th 

August 2018. 

Special Update on the Onis (By Cidinha Oni) 

We have moved! Or at least we have left our comfort zone to 

embrace a very exciting adventure - an adventure to find two 

facilities to nurture the growth we are expressing. So, at the end 

of August (right after the retrteat) we uprooted our kids and all 

moved to the village of Childswickham where the kids started 

school 4wks ago. We are starting from scratch here! 

We still face a lot of uncertainty, but we are sure of God’s calling 

for us as a family and we are fully confident in his faithfulness to 

bring to pass all the promises regarding the base for BTBAB. 

In addition to finding a base for BTBAB, God is also leading us 

to be more available to the Body of Christ in general - and so 

that includes people coming to live with us for a more hands-on 

discipleship (which requires us to have a house bigger than us).   

Unfortunately the house that was in the pipe line fell through 

but God is using an amazing ministry in the village to host us 

until another property is found. Your prayers are so needed 

At the retreat Shirley Cooper was prayed in as ACI 
co-ordinator and has now taken up her new role 
within BTBAB. 
  
We are now sponsoring two students from 
Asia, Thuy is training to be a doctor and  
Cuong as a graphic designer. They are both doing 
really well in their studies and give regular updates on 
how they are doing. As we move forward we are 
looking to see individuals raised who are willing to 
stand with these young Christian students by praying 
for them, and supporting them on a regular bases. 

  
If you would like more information about each of 
them then please feel free to contact aci@btbab.org  

Finally if anyone would like to do some fund raising 

for ACI please get in touch. As ACI grows we can 

then support other students around the world to see 

their dreams brought into fulfilment. So please spread 

the word about our work in ACI and lets see what 

God can do in helping other young people in other 

countries. 

Ana Claudia Initiative (ACI) Update by Shirley Cooper 



Freely you have received , freely give  

(Mt 10: 8) 

BTBAB, otherwise known as Blessed To Be A Blessing, is a mission initiative established in 1997 

as a practical demonstration of God’s love to the needs of the poor & underprivileged in the developing world.  

We have invested in almost 20 nations in the world and have already facilitated/sent 25 mission teams to 

some of the poorest countries in the world. By God’s grace (expressed through the generosity of His people), over 

£100,000 has been invested so far.  

We are a faith-based organisation - in other words, we depend on God to provide for our work through prayers 

and generous donations of friends and partners.   

BTBAB is run by a Board of Directors, at operational level (supported by Coordinators) and accountable to a 

Board of Trustees.. Though a inter-denominational initiative, BTBAB values the importance of church-based 

ministry and therefore draws from the life of the local church, and has sent teams representing over 60 churches. 

We no longer have a PO Box 

address. For any urgent 

correspondence please send it 

to; 

c/o The Onis, The Paddocks, Buckland 
Road, Worcestershire 

WR12 7HH United Kingdom  

I don’t know about you but several times in my 

life, I have felt prompted to do certain things 

that, at the time, freaked the living daily lights out 

of me. I “lost” my peace and began to pray 

against what I was feeling. In my head, I felt para-

lysed with fear, convinced that God couldn’t pos-

sibly be in it. In the words of the famous biblical 

poet in Psalm 42: 5 (and again in Ps 43: 5), it says 

“my soul, why hath thou downcast?” In other words, 

“my soul, why are you feeling so miserable”. Have you 

ever had that happen to you? Some of us call it 

stress whilst others call it hell! In the midst of it, 

we question if God can possibly be present. In 

fact, we (and that includes me) teach in the 

Church that unless you have 100% peace about 

something, you should never do it (cos it can’t 

possibly be God!). Well, is that really true? Well, 

lets look at what Jesus did when He was con-

fronted with an unimaginable agony. Coming out, 

He (Jesus) went to the Mount of Olives, as He was accus-

tomed, and His disciples followed Him. When He came to 

the place, He said to them “Pray that you may not enter 

into temptation”. And He was withdrawn from them 

about a stone’s throw, and He knelt down and prayed, 

saying “Father, if it is Your will, take this cup away from 

Me; nevertheless not My will, but Yours, be done.” Then 
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an angel appeared to Him and strengthened Him. And 

being in agony, He prayed more earnestly. Then His 

sweat became like great drops of blood falling down to the 

ground. When He rose up from prayer, and had come to 

His disciples, He found them sleeping from sorrow. Then 

He said to them, Why do you sleep? Rise and pray, lest 

you enter into temptation.  

The fact that Jesus sweated blood in this story 

above, and that it happened even after He had 

been comforted by an angel, should teach us a 

lesson that the absence of peace does not neces-

sarily mean the absence of God. Because what 

we know as “peace”, for most of us, is simply the 

absence of fear! - but courage is not the absence 

of fear: To the contrary, courage is the decision 

to confront our fears, agony, pain and uncertain-

ties. So today, make sure that the “peace” you 

think you have lost is not confused with the 

peace that is from God (Jn 14: 27; Isa 26: 3) 

WFTR Column 

Water From The Rock is an 
emerging vision being  
established by Femi & 
Cidinha (Maria) Oni.   
Though separate from 
the work of BTBAB, 
we work in collaboration 
with BTBAB. We facili-
tate advance trips to na-
tions BTBAB eventually 
sends teams to, but al-
so focus on supporting 
believers in the under-
ground church. 
For more information,  

contact Cidinha directly: 

cidinha.oni@btbab.org 
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If you’d like to get involved, simply drop us an email to info@btbab.org and let us know if  

you would like to:  
 Be a Partner  

 Go on Short-term Mission Trip 

 Support our OCT projects overseas 

 Sponsor an ACI recipient for as little as £10 monthly 

 Be part of another person’s journey of faith by going on the Discipler’s course         

 Give directly to missionaries we support 
If you are happy to inform us please let us know if this will be monthly or a lump sum, and 

the amount.  Alternatively you can make cheques to Blessed To Be A Blessing (or BTBAB) 

Or perhaps you simply want to give anonymously, then please contact us for our bank details. 

Getting  
Involved 

Discovering God’s true peace amidst distress  by Femi Oni 


